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sidered too precious to be endangered by any fash
accusation of complicity in the murder. It was charac-
teristic of the new spirit in the Balkans that not one
word was breathed against Bulgaria.

All day messages of sympathy arrived from the heads
of states throughout the world. Among the first to
express his grief was Adolf Hitler. The Germans were
spontaneous in their sympathy and published in their
papers many eulogiums of their "ex-enemy." Their
attitude made a strong appeal to the Serbs. The
Germans were standing by them in their tragic hour.
The Serbs are more drawn to the Germans than to
any other nation and the way the Nazis did honour to
the dead king made possible the closer political con-
nection of later years. When, in 1938, Hitler overran
Austria, the Jugoslavs did not even call a Cabinet meeting.
A spokesman of the government publicly rejoiced that
Jugoslavia had a nation of seventy-five million friends
on its frontier.

Doubt of France was increased when, in response
to clamour in Paris, the French Minister of the Interior
resigned, an acknowledgment that the police had
proved inefficient in safeguarding the person of the King
in Marseilles. No messages of sympathy or promises
of statues of Alexander could reduce the growing
murmur against France in Jugoslavia. Official declara-
tions of unchanged friendly relationship have to be
discounted. From the assassination of Alexander dates
a coldness to France that was both governmental and
national.

There were more conventional condolences from
Austria and Hungary, but the Serbs did not think these
states were very sorry. The death of the King might
well be thought to help the cause of revisionism. What
must have struck those powers who were hostile to the
policy of Jugoslavia was the immensity of the sensation
of the murder. It caused at least five times the stir
that the murder of Dollfoss had caused. England,